Psalm and Readings Wednesday 21st January 2026

Psalm 81

1 Singaloud to God our strength;
shout for joy to the God of Jacob.

2 Raise a song, sound the tambourine,
the sweet lyre with the harp.

3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon,
at the full moon, on our festal day.

4  Foritis a statute for Israel,
an ordinance of the God of Jacob.

5 He made it a decree in Joseph,
when he went out over the land of Egypt.

6 | hearavoice | had not known:
‘I relieved your shoulder of the burden;
your hands were freed from the basket.

7 Indistress you called, and | rescued you;
| answered you in the secret place of thunder;
| tested you at the waters of Meribah.

8 Hear, O my people, while | admonish you;
O Israel, if you would but listen to me!

9 There shall be no strange god among you;
you shall not bow down to a foreign god.

10 lam the Lord your God,
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
Open your mouth wide and | will fill it.

11 ‘But my people did not listen to my voice;
Israel would not submit to me.

12 So | gave them over to their stubborn hearts,
to follow their own counsels.

13 O that my people would listen to me,
that Israel would walk in my ways!

14 Then | would quickly subdue their enemies,
and turn my hand against their foes.

15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before
him, and their doom would last for ever.

16 | would feed you with the finest of the wheat,
and with honey from the rock | would satisfy

7

you.

Genesis 8:1-14

But God remembered Noah and all the wild
animals and all the domestic animals that were
with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow
over the earth, and the waters subsided; the
fountains of the deep and the windows of the
heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens
was restrained, and the waters gradually receded
from the earth. At the end of one hundred and
fifty days the waters had abated; and in the

seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the
month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of
Ararat. The waters continued to abate until the
tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day
of the month, the tops of the mountains
appeared.

At the end of forty days Noah opened the window
of the ark that he had made and sent out the
raven; and it went to and fro until the waters
were dried up from the earth. Then he sent out
the dove from him, to see if the waters had
subsided from the face of the ground; but the
dove found no place to set its foot, and it
returned to him to the ark, for the waters were
still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out
his hand and took it and brought it into the ark
with him. He waited another seven days, and
again he sent out the dove from the ark; and the
dove came back to him in the evening, and there
in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so
Noah knew that the waters had subsided from
the earth. Then he waited another seven days,
and sent out the dove; and it did not return to
him any more.

In the six hundred and first year, in the first
month, on the first day of the month, the waters
were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed
the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that
the face of the ground was drying. In the second
month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month,
the earth was dry..

Matthew 24:29-end

‘Immediately after the suffering of those days
the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from heaven,

and the powers of heaven will be shaken.

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will
mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming
on the clouds of heaven” with power and great
glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other.



‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves,
you know that summer is near. So also, when you
see all these things, you know that he is near, at
the very gates. Truly | tell you, this generation will
not pass away until all these things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.

‘But about that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in
those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew
nothing until the flood came and swept them all
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of
Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be
taken and one will be left. Two women will be
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not
know on what day your Lord is coming. But
understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would
not have let his house be broken into. Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour.

‘Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom
his master has put in charge of his household, to
give the other slaves their allowance of food at
the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his
master will find at work when he arrives. Truly |
tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his
possessions. But if that wicked slave says to
himself, “My master is delayed”, and he begins to
beat his fellow-slaves, and eats and drinks with
drunkards, the master of that slave will come on a
day when he does not expect him and at an hour
that he does not know. He will cut him in pieces
and put him with the hypocrites, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

The Collect of the Day

Eternal God, shepherd of your sheep,

whose child Agnes was strengthened to bear
witness in her living and her dying

to the true love of her redeemer:

grant us the power to understand, with all your
saints,

what is the breadth and length and height and
depth and to know the love that surpasses
knowledge,

even Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.



